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[218 BX.]

In a word, after a march of five Months from his departure from New-
Carthage, and fifteen Days passage over the Alpes, he boldly advanc'd into
the Champaign Country, lying about the River Po, and the Frontiers of the
Insubrians. Of the Troops that march'd out with him, there now remain'd;
of African* about twelve thousand; eight thousand Spaniards, and six thou-
sand Horse, according to his own Register, left by him, engrav'd on the
Column at Lacmium, which specify'd that number. About this tune Pvb-
lius Cornelius* who had left his Troops with Oneius his Brother, to prosecute
the War against Asdrubal in Spain, embark'd for Pisa.d

HANNIBAL D* ITALY
Hannibal descended among the mountains of the Salassians, and pushed
on into the friendly country of the Insubrians (Milanese), where he rested
his troops for some time, and procured fresh horses for many of his cavalry.
He rewarded the services of the Insubrians by marching against the hostile
tribe of the Taurini, whose capital city (Turin) he took by assault.
It was now December. He was moving down the left bank of the Po,
above its junction with the Ticinus, on the Piedmontese side of the latter
river, when his cavalry came in conflict with the Roman horse, commanded
by the consul Scipio himself.
Scipio had returned to Pisa, whence he moved northward to encounter
Hannibal on his descent from the Alps. He crossed the Po near Pavia,
made a bridge over the Ticinus to secure his retreat, and, crossing the latter
river, he began to march up the left bank of the Po, just as Hannibal was
coming down it. Both generals were in advance with their cavalry, and
came unexpectedly in sight of each other. A smart action followed, in which
the Romans had the worst. The consul was severely wounded, his life being
saved by the devotion of a ligurian slave, or, as others said, by his son Pub-
lius, afterwards the great Africanus, then a youth only seventeen years old.
He fell back upon his main body and recrossed the Tieinus so rapidly that,
in breaking up the bridge, he left six hundred men behind, who fell into the
hands of Hannibal. This was the skirmish of the Ticinus, which proved
Hannibal's superiority in cavalry. It had the effect of makinfir the Boian
Gauls on the south of the Po declare in his favour.
Hannibal, continuing his march down the Po, crossed somewhere below
Placentia; and Scipio, not finding his position near that town secure, fell
back westward so as to place the Trebia between himself and Hannibal. On
the left bank of this river he fortified a strong camp, with the purpose of
awaiting the arrival of his colleague Sempronius, whom the senate had
ordered to hasten from Sicily into the north of Italy. Hannibal followed
the Romans, and encamped in view of them on the right bank of the Trebia.
Here he received offers from a Brundusian, who was in charge of the Roman
magazine'at Clastidium, a town in Scipio's rear, to betray the place; and it
must have been while he was absent in this quarter that Sempronius joined
Scipio. Sempronius, not daring to sail direct from Sicily to Pisa at that
time of year, had sent his army over the Straits of Messana, with orders to
rendezvous at Ariminum; and so expeditious were they that they performed
the whole march from Lilybseum. to Scipio's camp ia forty days. Scipio
endeavoured to dissuade Sempronius from venturing a general action, but
in vain; and being still confined by the consequences of his wound, he
was obliged to leave the whole army under the direction of his colleague.